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Citizen Fast - our
news service for

people on the move
WANT your favourite local newspaper beamed
direct to your mobile phone?

The Citizen and Citizen First have teamed up with
local company Memogo to bring you Citizen Fast.
It’s available on virtually any mobile phone or inter-
net-connected handheld device.

Let Citizen Fast be your window to what is going
on in Milton Keynes.

With content specially formatted for your small-
screen device, Citizen Fast allows you to stay in
touch.

Get CITIZEN FAST on
your mobile.

Text ‘memo (space)
citizen’ to 82055* and
we will send you the link
to your phone via text
message. Bookmark this
address in your mobile
phone browser.

Citizen Fast costs just
25p* per week.

In addition, your mobile
phone operator may charge
data costs – around 3p to
view the mobile website.

Citizen Fast is powered by
Memogo.

SMS messages sent to
82055 cost 25p each.

Your phone must be
WAP 2.0 enabled.

Your phone operator may apply additional data
charges for internet access.

Here’s what you get....
NEWS Breaking local news headlines.
SPORTS Top stories, scores and results.
GO! Entertainment news and reviews.
PROPERTY TODAY Houses and rooms for rent
and more.
JOBS TODAY Jobs available in Milton Keynes.
MOTORS TODAY Cars for sale

■ Citizen Fast works on all major networks
■ If you have problems accessing the Citizen Fast
service you can email support@memogo.com
■ Office hours technical support is available on
020 7193 2557

Recycled paper made up
87.2 per cent of the raw

materials in UK
newspapers in 2008

If you have any problems with our
delivery service, please let us know

(24 hour message service)

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

FIRST IN THE WEEK FOR
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IT is often viewed as an aspect of modern
life, but it is actually one of the oldest
forms of artistic expression.

Graffiti has its origins in pre–
historic cave art while its more recent
incarnation has become synonymous
with the underground of a different kind.

Anarchy, rebellion and counterculture
are as hand-in-hand with the graffiti
artist as the spray can he or she wields.

And ‘wielding’ in its menacing sense
would be the term many would use;
since the creations are often deemed as
nothing more than criminal damage.

Milton Keynes, with its almost endless
redways and underpasses has, to the
frustration of residents and authorities,
often served as the ideal canvas for this
‘damage’.

So it’s no surprise then that the artist
behind city-based Arkade Graphics has
broad shoulders.

Not only because his graffiti work
– and hauling equipment from place to
place – provides a constant workout; he’s
become thick-skinned to the criminal
stigma that precedes him.

But it could be that his work with the
community, involving everyone from tiny
youngsters to the elderly, will be enough
to disprove the stereotypes.

Going by the name Arkade, he is the
artist-in-residence at a city secondary
school, and juggles the full-time job with
projects around Milton Keynes.

One of his latest, at Jonathans on
Coffee Hall, saw him joined by more
than 80 people, including other street
artists, to turn a square of walls which
were being illegitimately ‘tagged’, into a
colourful and explosive work of art – and
one that is totally legal.

He said: “We worked with Busy
Bees nursery, Milton Keynes Council
of Voluntary Organisations, Make a
Difference Youth Group and lots of local
people to complete the project.

“Even a 74-year-old joined in. He
walked by, saw what we were doing and
said ‘anything I can do to help?’

“We said ‘sure’ so he went and got his
own ladders and paint.”

“I am running my business, Arkade
Graphics, as well as doing my work with
youngsters.”

Arkade recently worked at a school for
children with emotional and behavioural
difficulties and one of the kids said ‘this
is brilliant’ and was just so enthusiastic.

His work is not limited to the graffiti,
or ‘street art’ style, as he prefers to call it.

He excelled at art at school, shining in
more classical forms as well as modern-
day movements.

But it is street art from which he gets
his greatest buzz.

“We took ideas from Coffee Hall - like
places or community groups in the estate
or just things children liked - and turned
them into the art.

“One girl said she wanted to see a
flower in the shape of a heart with a
sparkly crown around it. So we did it.

“Some of the kids were really talented.
And for those who were younger or not
as advanced I got the more skilled ones to
help them – like holding a stencil while
they sprayed.

“We got through more than 300 cans,
loads of regular paint and I showed them
how to make stencils from throwaway
things or create their own.

“I’m doing something I love, I’m
meeting lots of people and it’s so
rewarding.”

Where does Arkade get his unusual
name from?

He laughs: “When I was younger I
used to enjoy playing a lot of computer
games!”

If you would like to work with Arkade,
see his portfolio or testimonies from
everyone from council organisations to
commercial businesses, contact him by
email at arkadegraphics@yahoo.co.uk.

UNDERGROUND ARTIST GOES OVER TO THE LEGAL SIDE – AND DOESN’T LOOK BACK

EXPRESSING THEMSELVES: Artist Arkade was joined by people of
all ages in the Milton Keynes community to transform walls into
explosive works of art

by Anna Sexton
01908 651249 anna.sexton@jpress.co.uk

FOR ART’S SAKE: Arkade Graphics and local young people get creative at Jonathans
Coffee Hall


